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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims wUl replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (previously amended) A system interface comprising; 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the first director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards* each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

(d) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section, 
coupled to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of the plurality of 
first director boards and to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of 
the plurality of second director boards; and 

(e) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between the first 
directors and the second directors in response to messages passing between the first directors 
and the second directors through the message network to facilitate data transfer between first 
directors and the second directors with such data passing through the cache memory in the 
data transfer section. 
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2. (original) The system interface recited in claim 1 wherein each one of the first 
directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
first directors. 

3. (original) The system interface recited in claim 1 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 

4. (original) The system mterface recited in claim 2 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 

5. (original) The system interface recited in claim 1 wherein each one of the first 
directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the first directors and 
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for controlling the data between the input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory. 

6. (original) The system interface recited in claim 1 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 

cache memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

7. (original) The system interface recited in claim 5 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 
a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory, 

8. (previously amended) A data storage system for transferring data between a 
host computer/server and a bank of disk drives through a system interface, such system 
interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards coupled to host computer/server; each one of 
the first director boards having: 

5 
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(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/oxitput ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards coupled to the bank of disk drives, each 
one of the second director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

(d) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section, 
coupled to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of the plurality of 
first director boards and to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of 
the plurality of second director boards; and 

(e) wherein the first and second directors control data U^fer between the host 
computer and the bank of disk drives in response to messages passing between the first 
directors and the second directors throiigh the message network to facilitate the data transfer 
between host computer/server and the bank of disk drives with such data passing through the 
cache memory in the data transfer section. 

9. (original) The system interface recited in claim 8 wherein each one of the first 
directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory; 

a controller for transferring the mess^^es between the message network and such one 
of the first directors. 
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10. (original) The system interface recited in claim 8 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 

cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one 
of the second directors. 

1 1 . (original) The system interface recited in claim 9 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 

cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 

12. (original) The system interface recited in claim 8 wherein each one of the first 
directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the first directors and 
for controlling the data between the input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory. 

13. (original) The system interface recited in claim 8 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 
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a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

14. (original) The system interface recited in claim 12 wherein each one of the 
second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 

cache memory; 

a microprocessor, and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

1 5 . (previously presented) A system interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the first director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and an output/input port; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards, each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and an output/input port; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

8 
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(d) wherein the data transfer section is also co\q)led to the oxitput/input port of the 
crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of first director boards and to the 
outpnt/input port of the crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of second 
director boards; 

(e) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section; and 
(e) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between the first 

directors and the second directors in response to messages passing between the first directors 
and the second directors through the message network to facilitate data transfer between first 
directors and the second directors with such data passing through the cache memory in the 
data transfer section. 

1 6. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 1 5 wherein each 
one of the first directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 

memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
first directors. 

17. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 1 5 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 

18. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 16 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 
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a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 

19. (previously presented) The system interface recited m claim 15 wherein each 
one of the first directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 

memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the furst directors and 
for controlling the data between the input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory. 

20. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 1 5 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

2 1 . (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 1 9 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 
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a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 
a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

22. (previously presented) A data storage system for transferring data between a 
host computer/server and a bank of disk drives through a system interface, such system 
interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards coupled to host computer/server; each one of 
the first director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and an output/input port; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards coupled to the bank of disk drives, each 
one of the second director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and an output/input port; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

(d) wherein the data transfer section is also coupled to the output/input port of the 
crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of first director boards and to the 
output/input port of the crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of second director 
boards; 

(e) a message networie, operative independently of the data transfer section; and 

11 
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(f) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between the host 
computer and the bank of disk drives in response to messages passing between the first 
directors and the second directors through the message network to facilitate the data transfer 
between host computer/server and the bank of disk drives with such data passing through the 
cache memory in the data transfer section. 

23. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 22 wherein each 
one of the first directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 

memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one 
of the first directors. 

24. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 22 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one 
of the second directors. 

25. (previously presented ) The system interface recited in claim 23 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a controller for transferring the messages between the message network and such one of the 
second directors. 
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26. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 22 wherein each 
one of the first directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the first directors and the cache 

memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the first directors and 
for controlling the data between the input of such one of the first directors and the cache 
memory. 

27. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 22 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controDing the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

28. (previously presented) The system interface recited in claim 26 wherein each 
one of the second directors includes: 

a data pipe coupled between an input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory; 

a microprocessor; and 

a controller coupled to the microprocessor and the data pipe for controlling the 
transfer of the messages between the message network and such one of the second directors 
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and for controlling the data between the input of such one of the second directors and the 
cache memory. 

29. (currently amended) A system interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the Grst director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and an output/input port; 

(b) a pluraUty of second director boards, each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and an output/input port; 

(f) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

(g) wherein the data transfer section is also coupled to the output/input port of the 
crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of first director boards and to the 
output/input port of the crossbar switch of each one of the plurality of second 
director boards; 

(h) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section; and 
(f) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between the first 

directors and the second directors in response to messages passing between the first directors 
and the second directors through the mossagingL message network with such messages by- 
passing the data transfer section and with such data transfer comprising passing data through the 
directors to the cache memory in the data transfer section. 

30. (currently amended) A system interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the first director boards having: 

14 
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(i) a plurality of first directors, each one of the directors having a data port 

and a message port; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the message 
ports of the first directors on such one of the first director boards and a pair of output/input 
ports; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards, each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors, each one of the directors having a data 

port and a message port; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the message 
ports of the second directors on such one of the second director boards and a pair of 
output/input ports; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the data ports of the plurality of first and second directors; 

(d) a message network, coupled to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the 
directors boards of the plurality of first director boards and to the pair of output/input ports of 
each one of the directors boards of the plurality of second director boards; and 

(e) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between first director 
and the second director witii data in such data transfer passing through the cache memory in 
response to messages passing between the first director and the second director through the 
mc G sagin ^ message network. 

3 1 . (currently amended) A system interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the first director boards having: 
(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(i i) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 
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(b) a plurality of second director boards, each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
coupled to the plurality of first and second directors; 

(d) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section, 
coupled to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of the plurality of 
first director boards and to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of 
the plurality of second director boards; 

(e) wherein the first and second directors control data transfer between first director 
and the second director with data in such data transfer passing through the cache memory in 
response to messages passing between the first director and the second director through the 
m e ssaging message network; and 

(f) wherein each one of the messages includes a destination field. 

32. (New) A system interface comprising: 

(a) a plurality of first director boards, each one of the first director boards having: 

(i) a plurality of first directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the first 
directors on such one of the first director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 

(b) a plurality of second director boards, each one of the second directors boards 

having: 

(i) a plurality of second directors; and 

(ii) a crossbar switch having input/output ports coupled to the second 
directors on such one of the second director boards and a pair of output/input ports; 
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(c) a data transfer section having a cache memory, such cache memory being 
accessible to the plurality of first and second directors through arbitration; 

(d) a message network, operative independently of the data transfer section, 
coupled to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of the plurality of 
first director boards and to the pair of output/input ports of each one of the directors boards of 
the plurality of second director boards; 

(e) wherem the first and second directors control data transfer between the first 
directors and the second directors in response to messages passing between the first directors 
and the second directors through the message network to facilitate data transfer between first 
directors and the second directors with such data passing through the cache memory in the 
data transfer section. 
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